20 Multichannel News April 24, 1989 


Four Brown Students Give TY the 


By ERIC SCHATZ 


ROVIDENCE RI 
The National Associa- 
tion of College Broad- 
casters, based at Brown Uni- 
versity here, announced it 
will conduct a one-day satel- 
lite test of the University 
Network, UeNet, on May 1. 
The organization now pub- 
lishes a trade magazine, op- 
-@rates a hardware purchas- 
ing co-op, and sponsors a 
national conference for colle- 
giate broadcasters. 
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‘Media magnate Ted Turner to 


an account executive for Turner Adver- 
tising Company, and eventually became 
president and chief operating officer in 


headline broadcasters’ conference 


By Amy Rippis — 


T 


Warner Communications 
Inc. has donated transponder 
time on the Telstar 303 satel- 
lite for a four-hour test feed 
of the UsNet service, slated 
to launch in the fall. 

The cable industry, as a 
whole, has been helpful to 
the young organization, said 
Douglas Liman, NACB exec- 
utive director. ‘‘Cable opera- 
tors will be able to take 
(UeNet) if they feed an ac- 
cess channel to a universi- 
ty.’’ Where there’s a closed- 
circuit college TV station, 
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, he had originated 
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ed Turner, the former Brown stu- 
dent who became an innovative — 


The conference, which runs from ~ 
Friday through Sunday, is sponsored b 


(TBS), will return to campus November 
17. The occasion will be his keynote 


media magnate and chairman of his 
own Turner Broadcasting System 
address at the second annual confer- 
ence of college broadcasters. 


followed in 1982 and last year TBS 


HEADLINE NEWS, and CNN Radio 
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the student station can take 
the programming and use it 
as they see fit, he added. 
Home Box Office Inc. has 
been the biggest cable back- 
er to date, so far donating 
$5,000 for the organization’s 
first regional conference, 
and $10,000 in editing time at 
its New York studios, Liman 
said. ‘‘I’m always on the 
phone with Sheila Shayone 
(director, HBO special pro- 
jects and assistant to the 
chairman), and Michael 
Fuchs (HBO chairman and 


& 


In addition to Turner, conference 
and seminar participants will include: 
Morley Safer from CBS’s “60 Minutes; 
Michael Fuchs, chairman of HBO; 
Boggs, executive producer of the Mort 
Downey Jr. Show; ESPN anchor Chris 


Robert Pittman, founder of MTV; Bill 
Berman and others. 


launched Turner Network Television 


(TNT), which he envisions becomin 
basic cable’s premier network. 
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CEO) has been our biggest 
cable supporter.”’ 

“We think they’re doing 
something worthwile,”’ said 
Shayone. ‘‘It’s really an in- 
vestment in the future as 
well as being a laboratory. 
We like to support things 
that relate to our business, 
whether directly or indirect- 
ly. 
““‘We were approched a 
couple of months ago specifi- 
cally to help them with their 
regional show in Anaheim,” 
she said. ‘I flew out there to 


music and record industry trade show. 
Turner began his business career as 


. screenings, critique sessions and a 


Old College Try 


see how involved the West 
Coast members were.” The 
cable network then offered 
no-cost editing time last 
week to put the finishing 
touches on the May 1 pilot 
transmission, and also of- 
fered assistance in publie re- 
lations and administration. 


Shayone said she was 
waiting to see what kind of 
“grass-roots suport’? NACB 
received before considering 
further financial support. 


Liman said the National 
Cable Television Association, 
C-SPAN and Lifetime Televi- 
sion have provided consulta- 
tive assistance as well. ‘It’s 
a fantastic training ground, 
especially with cable becom- 
ing more and more like 
broadcasting in terms of pro- 
gramming,” he said. 


“The broadcast industry 
has been supporting us enor- 
mously,’’ he added, “putting 
something back into the 

able 
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will be able to 
take (UeNet) if 


they feed an 
access channel 


to a university.’’ 


Douglas Liman, 
NACB Director 


community.’ The biggest 
broadcast supportor of 
NACB has been CBS Inc., 
with the donation of a three- 


year grant worth $300,000. 


The UeNet service will de- 


liver two hours of original, 


student-produced television, 
followed by two hours of au- 
dio-only service, to 50 partic- 
ipating campuses for use by 
college TV and radio stations 
reaching what is claimed to 
be a potential audience of 1 
milion. The uplink is being 
provided by Creighton Uni- 
versity. 


Liman said the organiza- 
tion is in talks with several 
ad rep firms concerning 
commercial avails in the 
fall’s programming. ‘‘We’re 
going a PBS-style route,” he 
said. “If a program has one 
sponsor, he will get a men- 
tion at the top of the show 
and a 60-second commercial. 
If a program gets two, we 
lose the commercials, and 
get a black card with their 
name at the beginning of the 
show, just like public TV.” 


Programming, to be pro- 
duced by students on college 
campuses nationwide, will 
include talk shows, Sports 
events, soap operas, and a 
show called Great Starts, 
featuring’ student work by 
now-famous directors. Radio 
programming will be di- 
verse, featuring such genres 
as current affairs and music 
showcases. a 
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the student station can take 
the programming and use it 
as they see fit, he added. 
Home Box Office Inc. has 
been the biggest cable back- 
er to date, so far donating 
$5,000 for the organization’s 
first regional conference, 
and $10,000 in editing time at 
its New York studios, Liman 
said. ‘I’m always on the 
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chairman), and Michael 
Fuchs (HBO chairman and 
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Ted Turner in photo - 
taken during his : 


Downey Jr. Show; ESPN anchor Chris 
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